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THE  FABIAN  SOCIETY.  ^t^J^. 

A  Series  of  Six  Lectures 

ON 

REDISTRIBUTION  OF  INCOME 

WILL  BE  GIVEN.  BY 

BERNARD  SNA  W 

AT 

THE  KINGSWAY  HALL,  KINGSWAY,  W.C., 

OX 

Wednesdays,  28th  October,  4th,  iith,  i8th  and  25th  November^ 

and  2nd  December,  19 14,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Tickets  for  the  Course:  21/-  10/6,  5/-    Single  Lectures:  5/-  2/6,  ij- 

Applications  for  tickets  should  be  made  on  the  annexed  form  and  addressed  to 
The  Fabian  Society,  25  Tothill  Street,  Westminster,  S.W, 

IT  is  not  possible  to  furnish  a  complete  syllabus  of  Mr.  Shaw's  lectures,  as  be  has  been  compelled  to  turn 
aside  from  their  preparation  to  deal  with  the  more  pressing  subject  of  the  war.  In  any  case  Mr.  Shaw's 
platform  practice  is  to  speak  extemporaneously  and  to  be  guided  by  the  context  of  current  events  in  choosing 
his  illustrations  and  determining  the  order  in  which  he  will  take  ihe  various  sections  of  his  subject  ;  and 
therefore,  though  the  propositions  he  will  advance  have  been  carefully  considered  and  matured,  being  the 
conclusions  to  which  he  has  been  led  during  more  than  thirt}'  years  experience  as  a  lecturer  on  Socialism, 
the  Fabian  Society  could  not  offer  a  formal  syllabus,  with  any  certainty  that  it  would  be  followed  closely 
enough  to  be  of  practical  use  to  those  who  cannot  attend  the  entire  course  and  who  may  wish  to  select 
certain  evenings. 

All  that  can  be  said  at  this  moment  is  that  Mr.  Shaw  is  distinguished  in  the  Socialist  movement  as  a 
strong  advocate  of  economic  equality  in  its  most  rigid  sense  of  maintaining  an  exact  and  unconditional 
equahty  of  incon.e  throughout  the  community,  thereby  returning  to  one  of  the  simplest  conceptions  of  old 


feshioned  Utopian  Socialism,  but  re-establishiiig  il  on  concrete  grounds  which  have  a  much  wider  appeal 
than  to  professed  Socialists,  and  which  have  never  been  presented  before  in  this  light  either  by  Socialists  or 
their  opponents.  Mr.  Shaw  contends  that  the  most  urgent  measure  of  reform  at  present  forcing  itself  on 
Parliament  is  not  Redistribution  of  Seats  or  any  oth^  of  the  items  in  the  party  programs,  but  Redistribution 
of  Income.  It  is  certainly  a  fact  that  the  revolt  against  the  grotesque  anomalies  of  the  existing  distribution 
has  spread  from  Socialist  discussion  into  general  politics.  A  succession  of  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  from 
the  late  Sir  William  Haicourt  through  Mr.  Asquith  to  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  have  adopted  methods  of  taxation 
which  are  openly  redistributive ;  and  in  Old  Age  Pensions  we  have  had  an  actual  cash  transfer  of  money 
from  the  pockets  of  the  rich  to  the  pockets  of  the  poor,  a  step  quite  distinct  from  and  far  in  advance  of  the 
old  Poor  Rates  and  of  the  taxation  of  the  rich  for  public  expenditure  by  which  the  poor  incidentally  benefit. 
It  is  difficult  to  contest  Mr.  Shaw's  view  that  such  taxation,  if  not  based  on  carefully  considered  principles  of 
redistribution,  and  carried  out  on  the  express  gronnd  th:it  redistribution  is  necessary,  honest  and  desirable, 
can  be  nothing  but  a  demoralizing  pilkige  of  the  rich  by  an  abuse  of  the  votos  of  the  poor  :  an  accusation 
often  made  by  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  political  opponents,  and  hitherto  unanswered  by  himself  or  his  party. 
But  Ills  political  opponents  themselves  do  not  dare  to  suggest  that  when  their  turn  of  oflice  comes  they  can 
do  otherwise  than  continue  and  indeed  push  forward  this  redistributive  finance.  These  lectures  are  therefore 
more  important  to  Liberals  and  Conservatives  wh  ■  set  any  store  by  political  principle  than  to  those  Utopian 
Socialists  who  are  already  convinced  of  the  need  for  redistribution  for  reasons  which  do  not  appeal  to  the 
<Krdinary  citizen. 

The  subject  cannot  be  exhausted  in  six  lectures  ;  but  it  can  be  covered  full}-  enough  for  the  purposes  of 
all  except  those  who  are  close  technical  students  of  political  science.  Mr.  Shaw's  power  of  making  economic 
subjects  attractive  will  not  be  unduly  taxed  on  this  occasion,  as  he  will  have  to  deal  with  some  unexpected 
aspects  of  his  theme.  For  instance,  one  of  his  lectures  will  be  on  Idolatry.  He  will  have  a  good  deal  to  say 
on  Character  and  Talent,  on  Art  and  Religion,  on  War  and  Democracy,  and  on  Morak  and  Manners ;  and 
he  will  deal  with  incomes  and  canons  of  taxation  not  as  textbook  abstracticms,  but  dramatically,  as  human 
afl^rs. 

Later  ou  it  may  be  possible  to  give  the  precise  order  and  name  the  exact  evenings  on  which  these 
matters  will  be  dealt  with  ;  but  in  view  of  the  demand  for  tickets  which  an  announcement  of  lectures  by 
Mr.  Shaw  usually  creates,  it  is  probable  that  by  that  time  the  best  of  the  available  accommodation,  if  not  all 
of  it,  will  have  been  already  disposed  of. 


l§Qj£u-~ti  yov  imv0  mU^oady  received  this  announcement,  wiii  you  he  so  good  mm 
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LECTURES  BY  BERNARD  SHAW. 


To  THE  Organizing  Secretary,  Fabian  Society, 

25  ToTHiLL  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

Please  allot  to  me  the  following  Tickets  for  the  forthcoming  Lectures  at  Kings- 
way  Hall,  for  which  I  enclose  remittance  of  £.   

COURSE   TICKETS  DESIRED: 

Coarse  Tickets  (Numbered  and  Reserved  Seats,  Area  or 

Balcony  Stalls)  at  £i  is.  od.     - 

Course  Tickets  (Numbered  Area  or  Balcony  Seats)  at 

xoSa  6d«  •••      ••"  •••    

  Course  Tickets  (Unnumbered  Area  or  Balcony  Seats)  at 

■■>  •••  ••• 

SINGLE  TICKETS  DESIRED: 

For  Oct.  38  (Mr.  Sidnejr  Webb,  chaimwn). 

Stftlls  ftt  Js.   ...  ...  •••  •••  ""■  

^        _  Numbered  Seats  at  2s.  6d   

  Unnumbered  Seats  at  is,    

For  N«v.  4  (Mrs.  Pentber  Reetes.  chnirmnn). 

Stalls  at  5s.   ...  .■■  

  Numbered  Seats  at  2s.  6d,  ...       ...       ...  •••  •••   

 ,     Unnumbered  Scate  at  is  

For  Nov.  XI  (Mr.  Clifford  Allen,  chaixnuui). 

 „  .   Stalls  at  5s.    ...        ...       •••  —       -.•       —       —       •••  —   

   Numbered  Seats  at  2s.  6d  

...    UnnumbereJ  Seats    t  is    

For  Nov.  i8  (Miss  Susan  Lawrence,  L.C.C.,  chairman). 

  Stalls  at  5s  

  Numbered  Seats  at  2s.  (Sd,  ...       ...       ...       ...       ••■        ■-•  ••-   

  Unnumbered  Seats  a    is.    ...     — 

For  Nov.  25  (Mr.  St.  John  G.  Ervine»  chairman). 

^   Stalls  at  5s.    ...        ...        —        "■        ■•■        ■••        •••  ••"  "•   

_   Numbered  Seats  at  2S.  6d.  •   — 

Unnumbered  Seats  at  is  -     

For  Dec.  a  (Mr.  O.  D.  H.  Cole,  chmirman). 

  StalU  at  Ss.  •   

  Numbered  Seats  at  3s.6d.   -   «•     - — 

   Unnumbered  Seals  at  is  •  • 


Total  £ 


Signature   

afie^  designaliofi. 

Full  postal  address 


